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[ object to all of you {(Horney, Jones, Rado, etc.,) to the extent
that you do not distinguish more clearly and cleanly between
what is psychic and what is biological, that you try to establish
a neat parallelism between the two and that you, motivated by
such intent, unthinkingly construe psychic facts which are
unprovable and that you, in the process of doing so, must
declare as reactive or regressive much that without doubt is
primary. Of course, these reproaches must remain obscure. In
addition, I would only like to emphasize that we must keep
psychoanalysis separate from biclogy just as we have kept it
separate from anatomy and physiology .

(Freud, letrer to Carl Miller-Braunschweig, 1935)

Jacques Lacan dedicated himself to the task of refinding and re-
formulating the work of Sigmund Freud. Psychoanalytic theory
today is a variegated discipline. There are contradictions within
Freud’s writings and subsequent analysts have developed one
aspect and rejected another, thereby using one theme as a jump-
ing off point for a new theory. Lacan conceived his own project
differently: despite the contradictions and impasses, there is a
coherent theorist in Freud whose ideas do not need to be diverged
from; rather they should be set within a cohesive framework that
they anticipated but which, for histerical reasons, Freud himself
could not formulate. xmra development of linguistic science
provides this framework.

It is certainly arguable that from the way psychoanalysis has
grown during this century we have gained a wider range of
therapeutic understanding and the multiplication of fruitful
ideas, but we have lost the possibility of a clarification of an
essential theory. To say that Freud's work contains congra-
dictions should not be the equivalent of arguing that it is hetero-
geneous and that it is therefore legitimate for everyone to take
their pick and develop it as they wish, Lacan set his face against
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2 Feminine Sexualis 1%

what he saw as such illegitimate and over-tolerant notions of
more-or-less  peacefully co-existent lines of psychoanalytic
thought. From the outset he went back to Freud’s basic concepts.
Here, inidally, there is agreement among psychoanalysts as to
the terrain on which they work: psychoanalysis is about human
sexuality and the unconscious.

The psychoanalytic concept of sexuality confronts head-on all

popuiar conceptions. It can never be equated with genitality nor
15 1t the simple expression of a biological drive. Itis always psycho-
sexuality, a system of conscious and unconscious human fan-
tasies mvolving a range of excitations and activities that produce
pleasure beyond the satisfaction of any basic physiological need.
Itarises from various sources, seeks satisfaction in many different
ways and makes use of many diverse objects for its aim of
achieving pleasure. Only with great difficuity and then never
perfectly does it move from bemg a drive with many component
parts —a single ‘libido” expressed through very different pheno-
meni - to being what is normally understood a5 sexuality, some-
thing which appears to be a unified mstinct in which gemtality
predominates.
For all psychoanalysts the development of the human subject,
its unconscious and its sexuality go hand-in-hand, they are causa-
tively intertwined. A psychoanalyst could not subscribe to g
currently popular sociological distinction in which a person is
born with cheir biological gender to which society — general
environment, parents, education, the media — adds a socially
defined sex, masculine or feminine. Psychoanalysis cannot make
such a distinction: a person is formed through their sexuality, it
could not be ‘added’ to him or her. The ways in which psycho-
sexuality and the unconscious are closely bound together are
complex, bur maost obviously, the unconscious containg wishcs
that cannot be sadsfied and hence have been repressed. Pre-
dominant among such wishes are the tabooed incestuous desires
of childhood.

The unconscious contains all that has been repressed from
consciousness, but it is 1ot co—terminous with this. There is an
evident Tack of continuity in conscious psychic life — psycho-
analysis concerns itself with the gaps. Freud’s contribution was
to demonstrate that these gaps constituce a system that is cntirely
ditterent trom that of consciousness: e unconscious. The wi-
conscious is yoverned by its own laws, its images do not follow
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each other as in the scquential logic of consciousness but by con-
densing onto cach other or by being displaced onto moﬂm%:ﬁ
else. Because it is unconscious, direct access to it is impossible but
its manifestations are apparent most notably in mmmm,a:m_ everyday
slips, jokes, the ‘normal’ splits and divisions within the human
subject and in psychotic and neurotic behaviour. .

Lacan believed that though all psychoanalysts subscribe to the
importance of the unconscious and to the privileged position of
sexuality within the development of the human m:Enn..r the way
in which many post-Freudians have elaborated their theories
ultimately reduces or distorts the significance even of these
fundamental postulates. To Lacan most current E%nro.mzmmﬁﬁ
thinking is tangled up in popular ideologies mm.a thus misses ﬂrn
revolutionary nature of Freud's work and replicates what it is its
task to expose: psychoanalysis should not subscribe to Hmmmm
about how men and women do or should live as sexually dif-
ferentiated beings, but instead it should analyse how they come
to be such beings in the first place.

Lacan’s work has always to be seen within the context of a
two-pronged polemic. Most simply he took on, sometimes by
explicit, named reference, more often v< :i.x,nmm insult or im-
plication, almost all analysts of note since Freud. Both inter-
nationally and within France, Lacan’s history was one o?.mmumunna
institutional conflict and ceaseless opposition to established
views. Outside France his targets were the theories of American
dominated ego-psychology, of Melanie Klein and of object-
relations analysts,! most notably, Balint, Fairbairn . m.:a
Winnicott. Lacan was more kindly disposed to the clinical
insights of some than he was towards those of others but he
argued that they are all guilty of misunderstanding and debasing
the theory inaugurated by Freud.

11t is important to keep psychoanalytic cEchnnwﬁ.wcsm theory distinct from
psychological or sociological accounts S..: cr,: might bear some super-
ficial resemblance. The ‘object’ in guestion is, of course, the _ﬁ._ man .Cc.?,mn
but, more importantly, itis ivs internaiisarion by the subject that is the issuc at
stake. It is never only an actual object but also &Emﬁ the ?:Efﬁ,m of it, 5&
shape it as an nrernal image for the subject. Object-relations theory origi-
nated as an attempt to shift psychoanalysis away w,c_..z dONe-person to a Ecc.t
persont theory stressing that there s always a Z,Uzcz,f..r%.MVSSE.“: at r_mﬁi.
two people. In object-relations w_:,s.j... the ﬂEnnﬁwm active in ?,Zzom, to N ﬁ
subject who is formed in complex interaction with it. This contrasts wit
Lacan's account of the object. see p. 31 below.
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The second prong of Lacan’s polemic relates to a mistake he
felt Freud himself initiated: paradoxically, while cherishing the
wounds of his rejection by a lay and medical public, Freud strove
to be easily understood. The preposterous difficulty of Lacan’s
style is a challenge to casy comprehension, to the popularisation
and secularisation of psychoanalysis as it has occurred most
notably in North America. Psychoanalysis should aim to show
us that we do not know those things we think we do; it therefore
cannot assault our popular conceptions by using the very idiom it
15 intended to confront; a challenge to ideology cannot rest on 3
linguistic appeal to that same tdeology. The dominant ideology
oftoday, as it was of the time and place when psychoanalysis was
established, is humanism. Humanism believes that man is at the
centre of his own history and of himself: he is 1 subject more or
less in control of his own actions, exercising choice. Humanistic
psychoanalytic practice is in danger of seeing the patient as
someone who has lost control and a sense of a real or true self
(identity) and it aims to help regain these. The matter and manner
of all Lacan’s work challenges this notion of the human subject;
there is none such. In the sentence structure of most of his public
addresses and of his written style the grammatical subject is
cither absent or shifting or, at most, only passively constructed.
Atthis level, the difficulty of Lacan’s style could be said to mirror
his theory.

The humanistic conception of mankind assumes that the sub-
ject exists from the beginning. At least by implication ego
psychologists, object-relations theorists and Kleinians base
themselves on the same premise. For this reason, Lacan considers
thatin the last analysis, they are more ideologues than cheorises of
psychoanalysis. In the Freud that Lacan uses, neither the uncon-
scious nor sexuality can in any degree be pre-given facts, they are
constructions; that is they are objects with histories and the
human subject itself is only formed within these histories. It is
this history of the human subject in its generality (human
history) and its particularity (the specific life of the individual) as
it manifests itself in unconscious fantasy life, that psychoanalysis
traces. This immediately establishes the framework within
which the whole question of female sexuality can be understood.
As Freud put it: ‘In conformity with its peculiar nature, psycho-
analysis does not try to describe what a wonan is — that would be
atask it could scarcely perform — but sets about enguiring fow she
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comes into heing’ (Freud, xxu, 1933, p. 116: italics mﬁwam&.. .
Lacan dedicated himself to reorienting vmwnrogm.@mﬁ to its
task of deciphering the ways i which the human subject is con-
structed -~ how it comes into being — out of the small human
animal. It is because of this aim that Lacan offered psychoanalytic
theory the new science of linguistics which he developed and
altered in relation to the concept of subjectivity. The human
animal 1s born into language and it is within the terms of
language that the human subject is Q.E.ms.cﬁma. ﬁmnm;mwﬂaonm
not arise from within the individual, it 1s always out there in the
world outside, lying in wait for the neonate. Language always
‘belongs’ to another person. The r:ﬁ:uﬁ mz.mdonﬁ 1s created froma
general law that comes to it from outside itself and through the
speech of other people, though this specch in its turn must relate
to the general law, ) S
Lacan’s human subject is the obverse of mrm.rEﬁmEmGn His
subject is not an entity with an identity, buta being created in the
fissure of a radical sphit. The identity that scems to be that of the
subject is in fact a mirage arising when the subject forms an image
of itself by identifying with others’ perception ow:..c.o.rms the
human baby learns to say ‘'me’ and ‘1" it 1s only acquiring nrmwm
designations from someone and somewhere else, from the worl
which perceives and names it. The terms are not constants mﬁm
hariony with its own body, they do not come m,oﬁn é:.w:w itself
but from elsewhere. Lacan’s human subject is not a ‘divided seif
{(Laing) that in a different society QEE be made swr_o.wo, G,:wm self
which is only actually and necessarily created within a split xm
being that can only conceptualise itself ér..w: it is mirrored vmo
to itself from the position of another’s mmmmﬂm. The unconscious
where the subject is not itself, érmwe the .m of a dream can be
someone else and the object and subject shift and change places,
bears perpetual witness to this w::gcwm_&.wmr.ﬁcnm. ,
It is here too, within the necessary divisions n.w;m language
imposes on humans, that sexuality must also find its Emmﬂ,ﬁ:o
psychoanalytic notion that sexual wishes are tabooed an ; ence
repressed into the unconscious _m.@g:m:ﬁ? ::amﬂmomw. E_.m
sociological sense (Malinowski, mﬂn:. Marcuse . . .). Hrn impli-
cation is that a truly permissive society ﬁoza not forbid whatis
now sexually taboo and it would thus liberate men and women
from the sense that they are alienated from their own sexuality.
But against such prevalent notions, Lacan states that desire itself,
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and with it, sexual desire, can only exist by virtue of its
alichation. Freud describes how the baby can be observed to
hatlucinate the milk that has been withdrawn from it and the
infant to play throwing-away games to overcome the trauma of
its mother’s necessary departures. Lacan uses these instances to
show that the object that is longed for only comes into existence
as an ohject when it is fost to the baby or infant. Thus any satis-
faction that might subsequently be ateained will always contain
this loss within it. Lacan refers to this dimension as ‘desire’. The
baby’s need can be met, its demand responded to, but its desire
only exists because of the initial failure of satisfaction. Desire
persists as an effect of a primordial absence and it therefore
indicates that, in this arca, there is something fundamentally
impossible about satisfaction itself. It is this process that, to
Lacan, lies behind Freud’s statement that ‘We must reckon with
the possibility that something in the nature of the sexual instinct
iself is unfavourable to the realisation of complete satisfaction’
(Freud, xi, 1912, pp. 188-9).

This account of sexual desire led Lacan, as it led Freud, to his
adamant rejection of any theory of the difference between the
sexes in terms of pre-given male or female entities which com-
plete and satisfy each other, Sexual difference can only be the
consequence of a division; without this division it would cease to
exist. But 1t must exist because no human being can become a
subject outside the division into two sexes. One must take up a
position as either a man or a woman. Such a position is by no
means identical with one’s biological sexual characteristics, noris
it a position of which one can be very confident — as the psycho-
analynical experience demonstrates.

The question as to what created this difference between the
sexes was a central debate among psychoanalysts in the twenties
and ¢hirties. Lacan returned to this debate as a focal point for
what he considered had gone wrong with psychoanalytic theory
subsequently. Again Lacan underscored and reformulated the
position that Freud took up in this debate. Freud always insisted
that it was the presence or absence of the phallus and nothing else
that marked the distinction between the sexes. Others disagreed.
Retrospectively the key concept of the debate becomes trans-
parently clear: it is the castration complex. In Freud’s eventual
schema, the little boy and the lictle girl initially share the same
scxual history which he terms *masculine’. They start by desiring
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their first object: the mother. In fantasy this means having &m
phallus which is the object of the mother’s desire (the phallic
phase). This position is forbidden (the castration complex) and
the differentiation of the sexes occurs. The castration complex
ends the boy's Oedipus complex (his mo<c.mon his mother) mﬁg
inaugurates for the girl the one that is specifically hers: she will
transfer her object love to her father who seems to have the
phallus and identify with her mother who, to the girl’s fury, has
not. Henceforth the girl will desire to have the phallus and the
boy will struggle to represent it. For this reason, for both sexes,
this is the insoluble desire of their lives and, for Freud, because its
entire point is precisely to be insoluble, it is the bedrock beneath
which psychoanalysis cannot reach. Psychoanalysis cannot give
the human subject that which it is its fate, as the condition of its
subjecthood, to do without:

At no other point int one’s analytic Eom,r does one suffer more
from an oppressive feeling that all one’s repeated mmmonm have
been in vain, and from a suspicion that one has been ‘preaching
to the winds’, than when one is trying to persuade a woman to
abandon her wish for a penis on the ground of its being un-
realizable. (Freud, xxur, 1937, p. 252)

There was great opposition to Freud’s coficept of the girl’s
phallic phase and to the significance he eventually gave to the
castration complex. Lacan returns to the WZ\ concept of the
debate, to the castration complex and, within its terms, the
meaning of the phallus. He takes them as the vma,dnw of sub-
jectivity itseif and of the place of sexuality é.”a.:: it. Hrn.. m&ancom
of the phalius as the mark around .Ew:nr subjectivity an
sexuality are constructed reveals, wnmnwwn;, that they are con-
structed, in a division which is both arbierary u.:& alienating. In
Lacan’s reading of Freud, the threat of castration 18 not some-
thing that has been done to an already existent girl subject or mﬁm
could be done to an already existent boy subject; it 1s, as 1t was for
Freud, what ‘makes’ the girl a girl and the boy aboy, na division
that is both essential and precarious. . . ,

The question of the castration complex m@rﬂ.vmu\nwnﬂw:tw\m.?.
By the time of the great debate in the mid-twenties, the issue ,ﬁmwm,
posed as the nature of femnale mmx:u:ﬂ\ but zm.amlfsm.ﬂw;m w._ﬂm JWn
preceding disagreements on castration anxicty. In fact all sub-



8 Feminine Sexuality

sequent work on female sexuality and on the construction of
sexual difference stems from the various places accorded to the
concept of the castration complex. It stands as the often silent
centre of all the theories that Aourished in the decades before the
war; the effects of its acceptance or rejection are still being felt.

The arguments on female sexuality are usually referred to as
the *Freud-Jones debate’. In the presentation that follows [ have
not adhered to the privileging of Jones’s work. This is partly
because it is the subject of a detailed examination in one of the
texts translated here (P, pp. 99-122); but more importantly be-
cause the purpose of my selection is to draw attention to the
general nature of the problem and present Freud's work from the
perspective to which Lacan returns, 1 shall leave aside details of
differences between analysts; rank those otherwise different on
the same side; omit the arguments of any analyst, major or
minor, whose contribution in this area does not affect the general
proposition ~ the sclection will seem arbitrary from any view-
potnt other than this one. Individual authors on the same side
differ from: one another, are inconsistent with themselves or
change their minds, but these factors fade before the more
fundamental division around the concept of castration. In the
tinal analysis the debate relates to the question of the psycho-
analytic understanding both of sexuality and of the unconscious
and brings to the fore issues of the relationship between psycho-
analysis and biology and sociology. Is it biology, environmental
influence, object-relations or the castration complex that makes
for the psychological distinction between the sexcs?

Freud, and Lacan after him, are both accused of producing
phallocentric theories ~ of taking man as the norm and woman as
what is different therefrom. Freud’s opponents are concerned to
right the balance and develop theories that explain how men and
women in their psychosexuality are equal but different. To hoth
Freud and Lacan their task is not to produce justice but to explain
this difference which to them uses, not the man, but the phallus
to which the man has to lay claim, as its key term. But it is
because Freud's position only clearly became this in his later
work that Lacan insists we have to ‘re-read it’, giving his theory
the significance and coherence which otherwise ir Jacks.

Although Lacan takes no note of it, there is, in fact, much in
Freud's carly work, written long before the great debate, that
later analysts could use as a starting-point for their descriptions of

.
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the equal, parallel development of the sexes. Divisions within
writings on the subject since, in many ways, can be seen in terms
of this original divergence within Freud’s own work. .
Freud's work on this subject can be divided into two periods.
In the first phase what he had to say about female sexuality arises
in the context of his defence of his theory of the fact and the
importance of infantile sexuality in general before a public he
considered hostile to his discoveries. This first phase stretches
from the 1890s to somewhere between 1916 and 1919. The
sccond phase lasts from 1920 until his final work published pose-
humously in 1940. In this sccond period he is concerned with
elaborating and defending his understanding of mmxmmrﬁ% in
relation to the particular guestion of the nature of the difference
between the sexes. By this time what he wrote was part of a
discussion within the psychoanalytic movement itself.
In: the first phase there is a major contradiction in mnwma_m work
which was never brought out into the open. It was Hﬁ_ﬁmmmw@
important for the later theories of female sexuality. In this wwﬁom
Freud’s few explicit ideas about female sexuality revolve around
his references to the Oedipus complex. The essence of the
Oedipus complex is first mentioned in his wcvmmra@.éﬂwm:mm ina
passing reference to Oedipus Rex in The Interpretation of Dreams
{1900), in 1910 it is named as the Oedipus complex and by 1919,
without much theoretical but with a great deal of clinical expan-
sion {most notably in the case of Little Hans), it vmm become the
foundation stone of psychoanalysis. The particular ways in
which the Oedipus complex appears and is resolved characterise
different types of normality and pathology; its event and
resolution explain the human subject and human desire. But the
Oedipus complex of this early period is a simple set of relation-
ships in which the child desires the parent of the opposite sex and
feels hostile rivalry for the one of the same sex as itself. Thereisa
symmetrical correspondence in the history of the boy and &m
girl. Thus in ‘Fragment of an Analysis of a Case of Hysteria
(1905) Freud writes: "Distinct traces are m:.muwm&; to be found in
most people of an early partiality of this kind - on Hw_m part Eqm
daughter for her father, or on the part Omm. son for his 503%
(Freud, vii, 1905, p. 56), and the entire B.wimmmn interpretation of
Dora’s hysteria is in terms of her infantile Oedipal love mon her
father, and his substitute in the present, Herr K. Or, in ‘Delu-
sions and Dreams in Jensen’s Gradiva’: it is the general rule for a
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normally constituted girl to turn her affection towards her father
in the first instance’ (Freud, 1x, 1906/7, p. 33). And so on. At the
root of Freud’s assigning parallel Oedipal roles to girls and boys
lies a notion of a natural and normative heterosexual attraction; a
notion which was to be re-assumed by many psychoanalysts
later. Here, in Freud’s early work, it is as though the concept of
an Oedipus complex — of a fundamental wish for incest — was so
radical that if one was to argue at all for the child’s incestuous
desires then at least these had better be for the parent of the
opposite sex. Thus it was because Freud had to defend his thesis
of infantile incestuous sexuality so strenuously against both
external opposition and his own reluctance to accept the idea,

that the very radicalism of the concept of the Oedipus complex

acted as a conservative ‘stopper’ when it came to understanding

the difference between the sexes. Here Freud’s position is a con-

ventional one: boys will be boys and love women, girls will be

girls and tove men. Running counter, however, to the normative

implications of sexual symmetry in the Oedipal situation are

several themes. Most importantly there is both the structure and

the argument of the Three Essays on the Theory of Sexuality (1905).

Lacan returns to this work reading the concept of the sexual drive

that he finds latent there through the light shed on it in Freud’s
later paper on ‘Instincts and Their Vicissitudes’ (1915).

The Three Essays is the revolutionary founding work for the
psychoanalytic concept of sexuality. Freud starts the book with
chapters on sexual aberration. He uses homosexuality to demon-
strate that for the sexual drive there is no natural, automatic
object; he uses the perversions to show that it has no fixed aim,
As normality is itself an ‘ideal fiction” and there is no quahitative
distinction between abnormality and normality, innate factors
cannot account for the situation and any notion of the drive as
simply innate is therefore untenable. What this means is that the
understanding of the drive itself is at stake. The drive (or
‘instinct’ in the Standard Edition translation), is something on
the border between the mental and the physical. Later Freud
formulated the relationship as one in which the somatic urge

delegated its task to a psychical representative. In his paper, ‘The
Unconscious’, he wrote:

Aninstinct can never become an object of consciousness —only
the idea that represents the instinet can. Even in the uncon-
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scious, MOreover, an mstinct cannot be represented otherwise
than by an idea . . . . When we nevertheless speak of an cmm
conscious instinctual impulse or Om.m nmvn.mmmm& instinctua
impulse . . . we can only mean an Emz:nns& impulse &% idea-
tional representative of which is unconscious. {Freud, xiv,
1915, p. 177)

There is never a causal relationship between the Eowomﬁwm% Mnmn
and its representative: We cannot perceive an activity EW e zmmm
behind it a corresponding physical motive mo,nam.‘ The sexua
drive is never an entity, it is polymorphous, its aim is variable, its
object contingent. Lacan argues that the Three Essays Q%w..no:.:
strate that Freud was already aware _“.Tmn for mankind the rive is
almost the opposite of an animal instinct that knows E:&Fm_oﬁm.um
satisfying object. On the other hand, object-relations t mM.Bm ,
contend that Freud suggested that ﬁw.m sexual drive was a r:wmm
outgrowth of the first satisfying relationship émnw_%a wﬁ#, aﬁnw.,
repeats the wish to suck or be rmﬁ..ﬁrw baby thus has mw trst ‘pa -
object’ in the breast and later an oﬁnnﬁ in the Enwﬁrnnmﬁ muw,: pwsmg
love pre-Oedipally and thenas a whole object” Ocedipa «m mr.
the sexual drive of the adult will seek out a substitute for this
which, if it is good enough, can and will satisfy it. o
Though the lack of clarity in some parts om.ﬂrm Hw%mm Cssays
could, perhaps, be held responsible for this diversity o Eﬁ_ﬁ.ﬁ.
pretation and for the new dominant mﬁmw:.& of wcﬁmmﬂvmg tha
Lacan deplores, yet there is absolutely nothing E:rwn the mw.mmww
that is compatible with any notion of natural Qmﬂomnwm.
attraction or with the Qedipus complex as it is formu mﬁw :M,
Freud’s other writing of this period. The structure and noq.:r:ﬁ%
the Three Essays erodes any idea Om, normative sexuality. By
deduction, if no heterosexual attraction is ordained in wmﬁwmﬁ
there can be no genderised wmxw wrmu.m n_m::on at the outset be a
= or female person in a psychoiogical sense.
Ew_:n Mgwwwmmm O%UCE,, T,mmm assumed that had Dora :o,n been an
hysteric she would have been naturally attracted to Fow w::‘nwnw
Herr K, just as she had been attracted to her father when ‘mw Mép&m
small child. In other words, she would have had a a.m,;mn,m, _nan e
Ocdipus complex. But the footnotes, written m:rmn%s,n:ﬁ %n, nM:
another story: Dora’s relationship to her mmﬁr.ﬁ, ha mmo:ﬁoszé ot
only of attraction but also of identification with r:d n m.avm of
her sexual desire, Dora is a man adoring a woman. To ascri
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situation to Dora’s hysteria would be to beg the whole foundi
question of psychoanalysis. Hysteria is not produced b msm
._M:mmm.%mmomio_.r It follows that if Dora can have a Emmwzzww
w M“M_ ication there can be no natural or automatic heterosexual
~Until the 1920s Freud solved this problem by his notion of
bisexuality. ‘Bisexuality’ likewise enabled him to avoid éwom
would otherwise have been too blatant a contradiction in WW
position: thus he argued that the too neat parallelism of the b .
and girl’s Oedipal situations, the dilemma of Dora, the _.mmM% .
of Toﬁomox.:m:@. could all be accounted for by %,m wmn%ﬂ:mﬂ Mﬂn
boy has a bit of the female, the girl of the male. This saves ﬁ_uo
Oedipus complex from the crudity of gender determinism - b M
at a price. Mm as Freud insists, the notion of bisexuality is .:2 t M
a purely biological one, whence does it arise? Later mm,_& Sts orm
largely preserved Freud’s early use of the term, did qwmw é_u.c
.mmx”»m.wn% to the duplications of anatomy or based it on mmmg MT
identification: the boy partly identified with the mother, the w M.
partly with the father. For Freud, when later he nomo_wm:cmmﬁmamm.
Oedipus complex, ‘bisexuality’ shifted its meaning and came nm
stand for the very uncertainty of sexual division itself. °
~Without question during this first period, Freud's position i
Emr? contradictory. His discovery of the Oedipus complex FM
him to assumme a natural heterosexuality. The rest of his work
mqmcmn.m against this possibility as the very premise of a psych
analytic understanding of sexuality. There is no mQﬂ.m:u:nW Wo %ﬂ
Qedipus complex or the positions it assumes in the Three Essa N
and by this omission he was able to avoid recognisin nrm; e
tradiction within his theses, though the essays v.nmnmmnm “MMJM
within some of the confusing statements they contain. :
By about 1915 it seems that Freud was aware that his theory of
the Oedipus complex and of the nature of sexuality could Moa
mmswmmmmc:._x explain the difference between the sexes. Freud
never explicitly stated his difficulties (as he did in other arcas of
work]), vc.ﬁ i 1915, he added a series of footnotes to the Three
Essays which are almost all about the problem of defining mas-
culinity m:a femininity. Other Elﬂnwml:oﬁmz%wzzmiruwzwm_
Freud’s ideas on the Oedipus complex as they were expressed mm
the time, to their logical conclusion and in mmﬁmm:mmm: a
definite parity between the sexes had re-named the wm,m,w
Oredival conHict the Fleeres camnley Whather ar nne e ;SMulﬁ.n
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work — Freud rejected the Electra complex from the outset — or
whether it was the dawning awareness of the unsatisfactory

- nature of his own position that provoked Ereud to re-think the
issue cannot be established; but something made him look more

intensively at the question of the difference between the sexes.

One concept, also added in 1915 to the Three Essays, marks
both the turning point in Freud’s own understanding of the
differences between men and women, and also the focal point'of
the conflict that emerges between his views and those of most
other analysts on the question. This concept is the castration
complex.

During the first phase of Freud’s work we can see the idea of
the castration complex gradually gain momentum. Tt was dis-
cussed in ‘On the Sexual Theories of Children’ (1908), crucially
important in the analysis of Little Hans (1909), yet when he
wrote ‘On Narcissism: An Introduction’ in 1914 Freud was still
uncertain as to whether or not it was a universal occurrence. But
in 1915 it starts to assume a larger and larger part. By 1924, in the
paper on ‘The Dissolution of the Oedipus Complex’ the castra-
tion complex has emerged as 2 central concept. In his auto-
biography of 1925, Freud wrote: ‘The castration complex is of the
profoundest importance in the formation alike of character and

ofneurosis’ (Freud, xx, 1925, p. 37). He madeitthe focal point of

the acquisition of culture; it operates as a Jaw whereby men and
women assume their humanity and, inextricably bound up with
this, it gives the human meaning of the distinction between the
SEXES.

The castration complex in Freud’s writings is very closely
connected with his interest in man’s prehistory. It is unpecessary
to enumerate Freud’s dubious anthropological reconstructions in
this field; what is of relevance is the importance he gave to an
event in man’s personal and social history. It is well known that
before he recognised the significance of fantasy and of infantile
sexuality, Freud believed the tales his hysterical patients told him
of their seductions by their fathers. Although Freud abandoned
the particular event of paternal seduction as either likely or, more
important, causative, he retained the notion of an event, pre-
historical or actual. Something intruded from without into the
child’s world. Something that was not innate but came from
outside, from history or prehistory. This ‘event’ was to be the
paternal threat of castration.
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